
FROM THE SOURCE OF THE 
WESTBROOK TO THE SEA
16TH TO 19TH SEPTEMBER 2026 IN ST MARY OF CHARITY FROM 10:00 TO 17:00

FAVERSHAM SOUTH OF 
WATLING STREET.1896

FAVERSHAM NORTH OF 
WATLING STREET. 1896

The Faversham Society is 
participating in the exhibition and 

has provided maps and images.

Below: Map from 1896 
showing the route in blue 
of the Westbrook stream 
into Faversham.

Above and left: The 
Westbrook at Whitehill, 
Ospringe in 1890.
Right: A �ooded Water 
Lane in Ospringe. On 
the corner the  Maison 
Dieu dates from 1234. 
Below right: A pastoral 
view of Ospringe 
church and the brooks.
in 1890.

Top: A Marsh Harrier, 
one of the many bird 
species that frequent 
the marshes.
Above: Thames 
Barges, the heavy 
lorries of the 19th 
century still sail on 
the Swale.
Left: Map from 1896 
showing Faversham 
and Oare creeks 
leading to the sea.

Far left: 
Stonebridge 
Ponds and the 
transport canals 
that linked the 
gunpowder 
works. 
Left: A heavily 
laden barge, 
possibly carrying 
cement leaves 
Faversham creek 
in the 1890s.

Left: Barges loading 
cargoes in the creek 
basin in 1912. Taken 
from the Brents side of 
the creek.
Right: Workmen from 
the explosives factory 
in around 1900.
Below: The creek head 
in about 1900.  A ship, 
�shing smack and 
lighter rest on the mud.

Our Creek and the chalk streams that run through 
the town de�ne its topography and account for the 
ancient settlements which grew into Faversham. 
The route of the Westbrook from just below 
Painters Forstal to Stonebridge Pond, Faversham 
Creek to The Swale will be displayed in maps.

WESTBROOK 
The Westbrook is 
a rare, spring-fed 
chalk stream that 
�ows from the 
underground chalk 
from the North 
Kent Downs from 
Painter's Forstal 
through Ospringe 
(along Water Lane 
and crossing Watling 
Street) and into 
Faversham. 
Today, its upper 
reaches are heavily 
a�ected by water 
abstraction and 
siltation, though 
active restoration 
work is helping revive 
its natural �ow..

FAVERSHAM CREEK This ancient, historic tidal 
waterway running from the heart of Faversham to the 
Swale Estuary. Once a bustling trading corridor for 
sailing barges bound for London, it is historically linked 
to the Cinque Ports and once played a major role in 
gunpowder manufacturing. The Creek’s mix of tidal 
mud�ats and saltmarshes provides an essential haven 
for birdwatching, attracting species like oystercatchers, 
redshanks, herons, egrets and you sometimes see seals 
swimming up from the Estuary. The Saxon Shore Way, 
running on either side of the Creek, o�ers a peaceful 
exploration of the surrounding marshes..

AN INTERACTIVE EXHIBITION 
CELEBRATING THE 
CONTEMPORARY, CULTURAL, 
BUILT, INDUSTRIAL AND 
NATURAL HERITAGE OF OUR 
WATERWAY

JOIN US IN THIS INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION OF OUR 
TOWN’S HERITAGE

Be part of the exhibition and if you want to organise 
additional talks, walks, or events we’ll add them to the 
Open Faversham website. All those with an interest in 

the waterway that runs through the heart of Faversham 
are invited to join by exhibiting alongside the maps in a 

celebration of "the contemporary, cultural, built, industrial 
and natural heritage of our waterway."

If you would like to organise an event or activity linked with 
either of this year's Open Faversham themes please contact 
us, and we'll promote them as part of Open Faversham – for 
full details visit our website https://openfaversham.info/ 


